[The significance of fine needle transthoracic aspiration biopsy in diagnosing lung diseases].
The results of fine needle transthoracic aspiration biopsy in diagnosing lung diseases in given. Out of 192 biopsies performed in 169 patients with lung tumors, lung cancer was diagnosed in 125 patients (73%), in two hilar cysts, in one an intercostal neurinoma were diagnosed. Side effects were seen in 17 patients (10%) most often pneumothorax in one requiring chest tube drainage. Diagnosis was made during the first 28 days of hospitalisation. This biopsy decreases hospitalization and shortens considerably the diagnosing time. It is a safe and uncomplicated procedure requiring only fluoroscopy.